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In the last twenty years, research on reading practices has investigated the effects of  silent 
reading and reading aloud (especially in the field of fiction) in different contexts: from services for 
children up to the recovery of minimum levels of literacy and citizenship skills in adults with  low 
level of education. Thanks also to the diffusion of technological tools, reading short texts – with 
functional or communicational aims – is becoming a daily experience for a larger and larger part of 
the population. On the other hand the experience of reading literature or more demanding texts 
today still seems to be a limited habit among most people.  

The national and international research on literacy related skills found differences based on 
gender, on socio-economic conditions, and socio-cultural backgrounds. At the same time the 
mediums through which we decline the experience and forms of individual reading intertwine, 
change, take on special paths. Reading is now often perceived  as a very ancient practice, yet at the 
same time strikingly modern, able to produce emotional, cognitive, and reflective effects. Reading 
seems to help, especially in certain age groups, to build a better personal future. 

This implies a strong need for the development of new and varied reading experiences in 
education and training systems for all ages (i.e. not mediated by educational or evaluative purposes). 
Such new way of reading calls for new practices and non-paternalistic and untraditional modes of 
reading, based on a more free and direct experience. At the same time it appears crucial to complete 
and systematize the research investigating the effects of reading and making the results accessible to 
a general public. 

The number 29 of Lifelong Lifewide Learning calls for contributions addressing the following 
themes:

• Distinctive effects of reading (or of different types of reading) in different contexts and with 
people of different age; 

• Research on the practices of reading aloud within and outside of formal education and training 
systems; 

• Reports of experiences and interventions aimed at the improvement of the reading practices; 

• Debate on the practices and functions of reading; 

• Comparisons of different types of reading or the use of different medium (e.g. tablet vs. paper).
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Information for Authors Lifelong Lifewide Learning uses the APA style (American Psychological 
Association), sixth edition. Additional mandatory guidelines for authors may be fund at this page:
http://www.edaforum.it/ojs/index.php/LLL/about/submissions#authorGuidelines
Warning: manuscripts that do not comply with the journal’s guidelines will not be processed.
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